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Introduction

Integrating Africa in a new cosmovision: A community with a shared future
for mankind (CSFM) A Z&dniE [BA (rénléi mingyian gongténgti);

CSFM’s synonym: Tianxia (X P tianxia) or All-Under Heaven and its
reemergence;

Tianxia as a novel international order with China at its core;

China’s historical ties to Africa;

Digital public diplomacy to integrate Africa in the CSFM.
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Included in political discourse in the Spring and Autumn
Period (770-476BC) and commonly used during the

Warring States Period (476-221BC) (Pines, 2002, p.102); The Eastern Zhou's Ruling Area Map
Land under the rule of the Eastern Zhou E):‘ynasty (770-256 BC) :,-' ‘\‘ .
Originating from China’s Central Plains (1 J& zhéngyuan),

the tianxia has mostly a cultural connotation (Levenson,
1952, p.449; Pines, 2002, pp. 101&102);

The Emperor or Son of Heaven (X Ftianzi) was placed
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What is tianxia and why does it matter?
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World government vs. competing states:
the tianxiaist dicothomy (Puranen, 2019);

Wang and Babones (2017) formulated the
American tianxia theory.
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A community with a shared future for
mankind (CSFM): tianxia 2.0

First mentioned as
“community of
common destiny”
by Hu Jintao in
2012 (Chen, 2021);

Xi Jinping later
used the same
phrasing, shifting
to “community of
shared future for
mankind” at a
speech to the
United Nations
Humanity, on
September 28,
2015 (Chen, 2021);

A harmonious

world order to
tackle existencial
threats which
places the PRC at
the center;

New model of
global governance
(Tatlow, 2018).




Cartoonist Luo Jie’s representation

of “community with shared future”

Source:

https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202009/23/WS5f6ae64 Xi Jinping’s speech at the 70th session of the

7a31024ad0ba7b46b.html UN General Assembly (2015) Source:
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/zy/jj/2015zt/xjpdmgjxgsfwbcxlhgcl70znxIlfh/202406/t20240606_11381579.html
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China-Africa relations into the 21st century

1950s - 1960s: striving for international legitimacy of the
People’s Republic of China (Brautigam 2009, p.30; Cheru & Obi
eds. 2010, p.55; Aarsaether 2011, p.5)

Late 1970s-1990s: attempt to improve ties with USSR and US
(Taylor 2006, pp. 59 -61)

1990s-today: more pragmatic approach, in many
circumstances at the expense of the West;

Zhou Enlai at the Bandung Conference (Noéma via Getty Images)

. . . . . Source: https://www.noemamag.com/from-bandung-to-brics/
Bilateral relations and multilateral mechanisms are essential, P g _ g
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Role of Digital Public diplomacy in drawing Africa
into CSFM

Chinese social media: Wechat (f#{S) and Xiaohongshu (/N1 F);

Western social media: Facebook and X (Alden & Chan, 2021);

CGTN, China Daily and Global Times as vehicles of Chinese digital
public diplomacy;

Covid-19: Africa and China united during the pandemic (Shumba,
2021).




Role of Digital Public diplomacy in drawing
Africa into CSFM

Africa portrayed in a positive light;

“Wolf Warriors”: spearheading the confrontation with

the West and reaffirming China’s position (Palit, 2024);

Large Digital Silk Road (DSR) investments (Eder,
Arcesati & Mardell, 2019; CFR, 2020; Zhou, 2025).




Concluding remarks

China’s place at the center of the CSFM/tianxia while co-opting other
nations into accepting its role in international politics;

Africa included as part of shared future;

Building trust in China at the expense of the United States and Europe;

Digital public diplomacy as a tool to pit China vs. The West
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