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China's Digital Diplomacy
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General Context

Decline of the West and the Rise of the East
(Asian countries).

A more proactive role in the international

SOClety. = s
E&E s 3 = F BB

To gain the Discourse Power (huayu Keep a low profile and achieve

quan/igiEf) Someth,,/ Play a major role
- 2009, Great External Publicity (da Rule maker
Waixuan/ KANE) (avoid standing out)

- 2012, Chinese Dream (7 [E %) and New

Era CHTESX)

- 2013, Telling China's Stories Well
(jianghao zhongguo gushi/if4F - [E{Z ZE)

Domestic Consumption



China s Digital Diplomacy

Understanding Digital Diplomacy:
A. Public diplomacy in the digital age (Huang Media-

driven DD | Social Media

& Wang, 2019)

B. External activities in the regards of digital
affairs, like digital sovereignty, internet
security, counter-virtual-terrorism etc.

DD

Digital Diplomacy: what”s new?
A. Connectivity
B. Interactivity

China’s Digital Diplomacy Network
Media-driven: Xinhua Agency, People’s
Daily, CGTN, China Daily, CRI and Global
Times.

Social media: X, Instagram, Facebook and
Tiktok.
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China and Africa: old friends, true friends and
good friends

Why Africa?

—

President Mao’s Era XXI Century

military training and ideology export economical, financial and humanitarian support



sponse, Pakistan’s permanent representative to the United Nations
ir Akram, read a statement from a group of 54* countries backing
a’s Hong Kong policy: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and
uda, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon
:entral African Republic, China, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Djibouti,
inica, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Gabon, Grenada, Gambia,
ea, Guinea Bissau, Iran, Iraq, Laos, Madagascar, Mauritania,

ycco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Pakistan,
itine, Philippines, Russia, Somalia, Saudi Arabia, South Sudan, Sri
:a, Sudan, Syria, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, the United Arab Emirates
zuela, Yemen, and Zimbabwe.

China and Africa: old friends,
true friends and good friends

« UN 2758 Resolution: Legal Representation of
China by PRC

» Countries that support China“s Hong Kong policy

» Energy supply to China



China’s
Digita]  To keep the true friends, China is investing

. . heavily on public diplomacy in Africa,
Diplomacy in including the digital dimension.

Africa

September 22, 2025
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‘surge of women presidential candidat IR
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Xinjiang experiencing best period of
dovelopment i history: white paper

Today's Xinjang Is experiencing the best perlod of development n
5 hisory, according to a while paper iszued by the informaton
Offica of the State Counct.

Claophas Mandela: The sculptor who breathes
life into Kenya’s icons.
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China's the Paris - A Miror for the Global South

in African politics
Design Woek

hunger in Gaza  Kenya capital

- AQuiot Revolution in Global Justics
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- Saiing Forward
- Advancing Human Rights
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China’s Digital

Diplomacy in
General e Xi's Moments Lijian Zhao
Level  China MFA * Mao Ning
Spokesperson * Ambassadeur Lu
* China Consular Shaye
Affairs .
Twitter (X)  ChinaAid

e State media
one of the most used

social media

NI INRIEIM © Diplomatic Head of the
delegations in the diplomatic
local country delegations in the

* Local delegations of  local country
the State media

Ecosystem of China's Twitter Diplomacy in Africa



’ CHINA MFA Spokesperson H[E... &

@MFA China

The Belt and Road Initiative is a boon to regional

China " s Digital Diplomacy in Africa <=

PEEARIJFE S ED

Ministry of f é gn Affairs

Communication of key national policy directionsor
responds to key foreign issues On nm O QA3 &

CHINA MFA Spokesperson ... % PREH
@MFA China

Chinese railway has become a name brand for

Local Level Exclusively directed to the African countries i e
-activities in the local society
-certain foreign policy to Africa -
-more “less political” content: Chinese landscapes,
S&T news, Chinese food etc.

| PEEMAAEE Chinese E... & -11/09/25 FEREMAAEE Chinese E... & -14/08/24
China’s #auto production, sales both surpass On13th August, H.E. TONG Defa, - )
20 million units for the first time from January to Ambassador of the People's Republic of China,
August, reflecting the rapid growth of the presents the Letter of Credence to H.E. Nana

: S - Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, President of the 15:51-11/08/22
country’s automobile industry under the drive Republic of Ghana.
for new quality productive forces. Ambassador TONG conveyed the warm Q 63 1 87 Q 345 A 2 B o
greetings and best wishes from H.E. President
Xl Jinping.
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China " s Digital Diplomacy in Africa

- Institution Level

Personal Level

TENSIONS HERE

Convey the official position and With a more personal, subjective or even aggressive tone,
message through a diplomatic tone to contradict the Western discourse on certain issues
(combined with wolf-warrior style)

Also a (another) way to
convey the official position and message!
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evil intention

tions are there for all to see.

to force the central government of China to take strong measures
against the violence in Hong Kong so that they can fabricate excuses for sanctions and to
contain China in an all-round way. Those are the dirty tricks they always play. Their evil inten-

Lijian Zhao X1 & PRRE
@21j517

#China brings techniques to #Africa.
The #US brings violence to Africa.

B

CHINA

shares mapping
techniques in Africa

THE US

offers shooting
training in Africa

15:49 - 09/08/22

Qs 11226 Q14 A s7 2

Twitter of Lijian Zhao, on 9 August 2022

Twitter of Amb. Lin Sontian, on 14 December 2019

< 374

Lijian Zhao BXII1E &
@21517

Who is truly committed to the well-being of

#Africa? The African people know better than £ 8 QinGang ERI &
anyone. ) @AmbQinGang

I

We welcome all members of the international

What China has built What US has done community, including the United States, to join
in Africa in Africa us in the global efforts to help Africa.
Nearly 1,000 v B““:.':'.l:“"
o xo China's investment and financing assistance to
& ¢ Africais not a trap.
" 3 9} v‘ohl::‘anr-lgmy ;ﬁl};
Almost 100 ports. Many schools. & interfere in Disrupt China-
and hospitals. internal affairs  Africa cooperation ; 53 B, 5 'Q
04:59 -13/12/22
01:47 - 28/07/22
Q 174 906 Q 2801 [J 39 R Q 4 Ts © 42 A L
on 28 July 2022 Twitter of Qin Gang, on 13 December 2022
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a Chinese Embassy in Zimbabwe &

@ChineseZimbabwe

#Mr1k keep making up fake stories and spreading poisonous rumors
about Chinese enterprises, which are doomed to fall apart in front of
facts and truth.

Such lies and rumors only tarnish local media's reputation and
professionalism.

Check below for FACTS.

herald.co.zw/probe-debunks-...

R Mrik: making fake
| BRI, The e news about China for
only 1k US dollars per
year

Standard The Standard

e Nengamacna says e s strughieg 16 e

m Revasled: Kiker' was nor Marsblassing AVY lover

s in depth: Rampant abuse of worke
ese-owned coal mines exposed

T4 - 202256 5230

Twitter of Chinese Embassy in Zimbabwe, on 23 June 2022



China " s Digital Diplomacy in Africa

1. Contradict the American discourse: a legitimate way
for China to defense itself face the Western
accusation

2. The personal level is more obvious when there is
ongoing popular topic about China, like during the
Hong Kong protest, Covid-19, and human rights

issues accusation on Xinjiang.

IS CHINA GOING MORE AGGRESSIVE?
It is characterized more by a reactive posture than by proactive offensiveness.



China " s Digital Diplomacy in Africa

CHALLENGES
1. Lack of widespread telecommunications
infrastructure in Africa: only 650 million netizens in

Africa (33.6% of the whole population) (ITU, 2024).
2. Good for China’s soft power?

3. Narrative competition.
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